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ETHNOMEDICAL NOTES FROM THE TRIBAL INHABITANTS OF THE
NORTH GUJARAT (INDIA)
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INTRODUCTION

Ethnobota
pa
Jby 19674, b

out for some

b, 1962

kur, 1976; Vartak and Gadgil, 1980}, but such

Cifarat State in
Shak et al., 1981;

h and Gopal, 1982) inspife of the £

these studies help

an of the tribes (Harshberger, 1

In va ethnobotanical studies were therel
corried out for 2y m varions parls of
porth Gujurat with this end in view. Much

ethroketunical information wos collected from
the intubitants during out
the medicinal uges of plants
pame, followed by 2 vermacular oame, e
voucher specimens with the collector’s name
{41, collection number (s) and ploce of collec
fiun are dlso cited,

particularly

nigs,
giving o scientific

CLIMATIC AND ERAPHIC CONDITIONS

73

North Gujarst  lies between N
Intitude and  73'-737 B longitude (soe Map ).

The annual  rainfull & up 1o 30 em  with

mon SpECicd, B iy

moder

ely

to extreme cold winters and
The soil i sandy loam, geavelly o

hat

luterite, Muost of the area is flat or

uindulating,

with serub or sem-arid forest vegetation, The
Rills - are few, more comvmionly uptn 100 m,
seldom Hi0-300 m  high; but the vepetation of

these hills s dry decsduous. It s these forests

which wre commonly inhabited by the tribuls

THE PEOFLE
The inhahitants
gharash

in these areas dre bl

a- bhils and

rabaries, ghuray

dublas, the former be the. muin  fribe.
The bhils are good arch They ure spread
aver in the hilly regions, The konkanies,
once & heroig tribg, mow  live a

settled jife on the plaing with agriculiure s
{he main occupation. The gharashias look ufter
cattle and sefl milk and milk products. They
seem to b better knowledie of berbs wnd
ear whes than other tribes ¢, The main
apation of rabaries is (o maintain herds of
cows and to sell milk and milk ptoducts, They
are an orthodox iribe which belicve that dise-
ases ire God-created and, theeefore, they find
the remedies for them in their surroundings,
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METHOD OF STUDY
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alty, The Tolvwed by
name (=i hrickels s e as they
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could be asceriain
ENUMERA FIGN OF PLANTS
MENISPCRMACTAR

Cissnmpedos paceirn L., | Ve )

Beal juice applicdd externplly on sores
pitns, oSy 331 Mansay;

abdiuninal

and an
ViBGI 2356 | Idar).

(L) el Fasfheed,

Leafl

inlusion
Jutiee applied external

bl parifer.
an fareh

Leal

o relicve

(Khidi.
Flgspura eordifolla (Willd) H. .,

ctign: faken 2 times

Tilar,

r|-| e Eed
pused s
! (K ledbr

2

Fumaria inifi

properad

Povyeddered
ader of per i

cils
laru, v

for

CRUCITERAT

Brpscica campestris L. ovar,  surson Pr.
| Sarrav)

il fram. s
4 used s mis

vt 2550 [ Kh

ds Is deobstroent, depurative

anil ge o0 chest Tor oo

and co

rikima).
CAFFARACEATR
Muocrun  oblongifolie  ( Forsk, ) A0 R
| Mok anid)
Rodits are sweet and uged a0y simulant.
Their juice given (o childeen for convulsion,

YooiERIzu ihd

FLACGURTIACIAE
Cusearin graveolens  [hlz, | Kirmiira, Sipirarg

Lhul ats
for jaundies

Root pastesippliod 10 toeit p
Juiee udwiinistre

inrersally
GOEAL 1251 (Devagadh Buiiag.

Lug
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HLTACEAE

alaris L, | S

(R )

ang (A

Trilimins terrestes
Fruit juice for

2166 (| dar)
OXALITDACEAL
Rioghytom sensitivam (L ) DC.,

ol fresh |

nary fevers: 60

Oxalis cornicatata L. { Opuntia elatior Mill

Leat juice mixed with s

ud fiven to Wirm poultivs

nily cut stem

il ed rectum;

Vit 2916 | Khiedbs

n di

pleces mixed with turmveric powe

apphied w

na).
i and musedlor pains

ocal swellr
HUIRSERACEAF 4500 (Rujpi

Boswellin surrais Rosb., Dhupelle). ALANGIACEAE

Waoad is rubhed with w Wang., |Ankol,

tet

\d resaltant  Alangiom  sabviifollom (L)
woienl. YOGE Ankali)

applied 10 face as

Leay
CELASTRACEAF GoPal 1143450
Celusirus  pani Willd., [ Af

Jivarel) Borre

sedd as ponliee for cheamatism,

RUBIACE
i striera (L0 K Schum . (G

hive)

of flawers and Aower Buds: with
ed as ointment on cuts and wounds:

il from seeds used for massage o treat
5. voat 31 (Mahudi),  wate

rhieuristism and.  piraly:




Shigh & Gopa!

GoPAL 1378 {13evgadl ik

Hymenodictyon excelyom { Roxb. } Wall.,
( Baiial, Kreredialy

Pawder of infensely

L DTS

Bifter bark given for
GopaL 53

dysenery and 18 &

(Junagahh
COMPOSITAE

Aperatemn couyzqides Lo (Dhati Sdeds, Maka-

et
Plant extruct wied externally for skin
disenses und leprosy, GOPAL s856 (Khedbia-
hmal.
Echinops echinatos Roah., f Lirkakia)
porrestris L.

Fruit powder af Yribifus
{Mithugokhrin) and underpround parts of Cur-
colign archiafdes CGagrin. (Kalimusli) mixed in
1:2 proportin. This msiure with the root juice
el B Jliruwrs.udm'nist;:cd mernally for acute
debilify after child icth, gogar 1078 (Vijaya-

nagarh
Lickipta prosirata (L. L. (Bingro).

Leaf juice with water of buttermilk given
asan antidote in snake Bites, whereas root
juice with ‘water is given for liver complaints.
Goral B80 (Sharneshwar),

Launaen procumbens (Roxb.) Ram. & Raj.
(Pilibhopatet, Mosibiopated]
. Leaf paste applied to treat skin diseases
ie... cczema and ringworm, Taken internally
Jeaf juice presumed to kil tpeworms. GOPAL
17 (Himmutnagarl; Goral 1034 (Posinag,
Palicaria wightions DT CL, [ Sonafuli,
Sovrnall)
23 drops of plant extract put io eyes for
minor ailments. coral 13 (Junagadh).
Sanchus brachyotos DO, [ Dudhfi, Shonki)

Plant joice given Foir
Latex appl

during conyulsions
corar. 1043 (Khedbrahma}

PLUMBAGINACESE

Plumbago geylunica L

Bruised

from - geeds €

ot paste, i¢ tubefacient and anti

\uu:zﬁuﬁuﬁhrdlwa]un.n

APOCY NACEAE

Hularrhena antidysenterica L.y Wail
Trdraferr; Clando )

feb

Bitter- bark juice 18
antidysenteric, 2- tahlespooniul ¢
of roasted secds, daily afier m
astringefit for constipation and all

in cholera. yoar 670 (Mansa)

Wrightia tinctoria R Br., (Narnerl, Miip
Indrajar)
Bark made into paste snd applied to

wounds, Latex applied for skin diseases
2481 (Idar).
ASCLEPIADACEAL

Calotropls gigantea (L) R. Br. { Akada]

Flower juice with water uscid as detergent,
leaf paste uscd as poultice for inflammatory
ywellings, latex mild rubefacient, bat
belicved to be an abortifacient, 2-4 dro
Jatex given with any eatable or capuile.
warks efficaciously for coughy, cold and oo
asthma, Slightly warmed feaves, smeared wilh
castor oil, are lied round abdomen for
hours to freat acute somachache. Treatmest

continied until positive resulls  achievd.
corAL 1483 (Khedbrahma), vout 230
| Khedrahma).

Holostemma sanalarium (Roth) K. Schum.
(Buriel, Khirdods)
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Latex spplied ekternally to heal ohstinale

alcers and weuids:
PERIPLOCACEAE

Hemidesmus indicas (L.} B Br., (Dwdhvel,
)

Anantmili)

Plant extract applied for yarinus cutab-
Root infusion given internally
Gabal 9% (Balaram);

s disea sesh
1o treat venerenl diseases.
yoigr 046, 1975 (Pahada)
GENTIANAUEAE

Canscnra diffusa (Vablp . Br. (Zinku}
Rittet plant exeract given in fevers and
necyous debility and to children
opac 203% {Himmatnigar).
Enicost tmma Ty ssopifolinm
Mamejva, Zine Kapipete)
Plant exteact  extremely hitter
stomachache snd disbeles,

iy Jaxutives

(Willdy  Veed.,

and

5

given in feve
gupar 1074 (Chitnasanij

EHRETIACEAE
Coritia dichotoma Forst.

Mucilaginous fruit juice used to treat
congh, hark deooction 15 Astringenl unid psed
far gargling sore mouth. vodt 659 (Mansa),

CONVOLVULACEAR
Argyrein nervosa (Burm, [) Boj., { Samadursog,
Samudrasak }

Halry undersurface of fresh leaves applicd
1o hasten suppuration of wounds and glabrous
uppersurface used 1 Beal them, Root powder
said 1o increase semen fertility; Jeaf puste is

rubefucient; Toot decovtion tuked as  tomic,

GOPAL 442 {Shayamalagi).

Merremip  urpethum (L) Shab  and Bhat,
{ Nawatar)

| d pf piant extract with waterin the
marmning acts as purgstive. Gorat 236 {Sharne-

2. Eon: Tax: Hor. Vol 6. No. | (1985)

shwar); GoPar 738 {Vireshwark

SOLAMACEAR

Datura Innoxia ML, {(Kale fiar,
Leafl paste. mised with linge
focal swellings in murps,  YoG1

{ Mahudi).
Withania
Asunthe,

(L
Abian, Asva

somnifern

warcotic,

Leal and root powders

dinretic and deabstruent, leaf paste applied to
Tester boils, yoo 242 (Mansah
BIGNONIACEAE
Dolichandrone falcata Seem. var. lawhi (Scem.)
Haines, (Medsingh)

Lieaf juice massaged on abdomen of

pregnant women 1o cise delivery, fruil and
Teal juices are wisd fish poisons. SEDGWICK
347 | Dhansura Road).
MARTYNIACEAR
Nartynin anmes L., | Vinehhda)
[wo tablespoonfal doses of root decoe

tHian twice 4 day given (o treat skin discases

voot 197 (Mansaj; Yoot 1389 (Himmatnagar).
ACANTHACEAE

Petalidium barlerioides (Rothy MNeeq

St and deaf infusion, oblained by
keeping tbem 10 cold water for 2 days, given
in acute fevers, plantexiract & bitler tomie
GopaL 2615 Klhedbrubms).

VERAEMACEAR
Gmeling arhorea Roxb., | Sivian)

Root a bitter tonic and laxative; fresh
juice used as demulcent, chiclly in gonorrhoed,
yort 2951 (Kadip

PLANTAGINACEAE
Plantago ovata Focsk., (Lsebgul, Tpagul, Ghoda
Hireu)
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FEUPHORRL

AMARANTH

Aerva javanica (Burm

TYFHACEAE
Typha angustats Bory & Chaib,, (G

CHENCPOT

Chewopodinm album L

wers, mired with honey; ssd

wenorrhoca GoPar 951 (Hal

Polygonam glabrum Wiild CYPERACEAE
S Cyperus rotumdus L ssp. rotwndus, (CR,
Afal
in childr !

about 2 week and o i saad

Roots are diaphoretic and ssinnpst

raL 570 vout 441 (Mansa.)
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