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INTRODUCTION

Weeds grow everywhere and can tolerate almost any set of climatic
conditions; they usually spring up with the first showers of the
monsoon and conlinue as long as there is enough moisture in the
ground.
 We have been deeply interested in the study of the weeds occor-
ting in the city of Baroda and its neiphbourhood, particularly on
Pavagadh Hill, 29 milss NE. of (he city; we have made amiple
collections and recorded plenty of data, some of which we wish to
present in the present paper. In our first paper we dealt with the
weeds of the University Campus (1957); we paid allention to
the virious uses mads of these weeds from the medicinal point of
view; such information was obtained in the first instance from local
Ayuryedic practitioners, and in this respect our data were of interest
5 being first-hand and authorilative.

In successive years we have extended the ficld of our activities to
include the whole city of Baroda and the slopes of Pavagadh Hill.
In the present paper we list only such plants as we have found to ba
used medicinally in the district under study. We give our plants
following the order of Cooke's FLORA OF THE PRESIDENCY OF BOMBAY.
The namies enclosed within brackets after the scicntific oncs are names
used focally for the plants.

LIST OF USEFUL WEEDS
PAPAVERACEAE
mexicana Linn, (Darudi)

1 'wb.-iiiﬂ_m-mrmwmcm; The oil from the
seeds is used in skin dissases and ulcers, The r00fs are purgative.
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CAPPARIDACEAE

Cleome Fisosa Linn. (Kanfuti)

mi erect, gl:ldula.r hesh; flowsring in July to Sepiember. The
of the leaves 3 used for headache und pourcd info eurs for car-

agm-_ The secds are carminative and are used o Kill intestinal

wm_‘ﬂlﬁi
3, Gynandropsis

An erect herb,

2

gytiondra Brig. {Tanmani; Adhiyakaran; Aadiyakarson)

fowenng in July 10 Movember. A decoction of

1 fhe moat ds given i fever. The jmice of the plant 35 useful for ;-
r scorpion-sling and fover. Tt stops pains of the body and cae wouble.

The pil i nsed far skin diseases,

CARYOPUYLLAGEAL

4. Polycarpaea ‘corymbosa: Lamk. (Tinapan Okhrad}
A herb, flowering in Seplember 1o Qetober. The application of

e végr.(atlvc parls cures poisonous bites.

PORTULAUACHAE

5 mm- oleracea Linm. (Mot Luni)
A succulent prosirate herb, flowering in Mmh to December
oughout the year). As a pot ‘herh it cures the discases
_-Naﬁd ‘and StOps UTNGry troubles.

ELATIRACEAE

odorata Edgew. (Lavariyu; Runvad)
sent herb, ﬂamgmMmhw’\hmmtﬁ A paste

pia‘nt is used on scorpion-sing.

MaLv M..BAB
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;s i bal; Gangeti}
Sida spinosa Linn. (Kantalobal; .
2 . herb, Rowering in Octaber to April. '_.Eh: pJ,m_:L cures
mq‘n:;.ﬁ:n:n. :md disorders of the bile. The toot is i 00K, good
for heart disease and asthma. *

ber to D ber; The root

10, Sida cordifulia Linn, (Mahabalag Khapat)

A velvety nnwmn; in Seplember to Décember. The juice
o mm and bark heals ulcers and wounds. FPlant is
I diseases, disorders of blood, and scurvy, The roots

- seorpion-sting.

almost throughout
“and leprosy. The

TILIACEAR

12. Triumfetta bartramia Linn. (Jipati)
An undershrub, fowering in ‘Awvgust lo September, The plant

increases the sceretion of milk in females. It reduces swellings: The

seeds are given in cases of dog-bite. The lcaves are used in

13, Triumfetta rotundifolia Lamk. (Jipato)

it

A herb or an undershrub, flowering in August to Octobér, Used
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OXALIDACEAD
16, Oxalis corniculata Linn. (Asmalati; Khati Luni)
A tiny creeping heth, fowering in July to October. The plant is

a remedy for scurvy and is glven to relieve the effects of opinm.
for head-ache.

PAPILIONACEAT
| 7. Tephrosia purpurea Pers, (Sarapankho)
~An undersheub, fowering in June to MNovember. The plant is &
‘tonic nnd has the property of purifying the blood. A decoction of
the root s used for urinary troubles and ils smoke stops cough. Oil
from ihe seeds s best for ecrema.

CARSALPINIACEAE

18, Cassia occidentalis Linn. (Kasundaro)
An mci.:shmb, fhw.erm,g in Augusr. to December, Externally, the
geeds pnd Teaves are applied on skin discascs, and for swelhings, The
‘roots arc used in snake bite,  Lewves are pood for asthing, cough, and

 indigestion. The froits arc also used for cough.

m. Gassia tora: Linn. {Kunvadiyo)
gred hq:h or an undershrub, fowering in July to Oc'mheu'.
only afier the first showers of rain, and hns the

CUCU&Q[TJ\CEAR
Wi atAm (Tindora; Ghali; Gik
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RUBTACHAE

i i i do)
22, Oldenlandia corymbosa Linn. (Pitpap e
A small, delicate herb; flowering in July to C_)cLobcr. ) The juice
of the plant has a cooling offoct, Used in jaundice. It is a blood
purifier,
23, Borreria hispida Schum. (Madhuri Jadi) Ry
A small herb, procumbent as well as decumbent; flowering in July

to October, The plant is used in tootbache,
CoOMPOSITAE

24, Vernonia cinerea Less. (Shahadevi)

A herb, flowering in July to September. The plant juice cures
piles, The root is useful for dropsy. The juicc of the roots is used
in fever.

25, Aperatum conyzoides Linn. (Makadmari ; Ajgandha}

An erect herb, flowering in August (o February. The plant is

used for leprosy and discases of the skin. The leaves heal cuts.

26. Grangea maderaspatana Poir. (Mundi)
A prostrate spreading herb, flowering in April to July, The juice
of the plint is useful for irrcgular mensss and pains of the ear.

27. Sphaeranthus Indicus Linn, (Bodivo Kalhar; Kalar; Gorakh Mundi)

A hetb, flowering in December to January, The plast is a tonic
used for ulcers, cough, anaemiz, and asthma. The juice of the plant
cures jaundice, leprosy, gastric troubles, wounds, and disorders of the
bile. The fruits are applied for rheumatism,

28. mmhn Linn. (Gadariun)
flowering in September to April. It i i :
and improves appetit. prember pril. It is useful in malatia

29, Edlipta prostrats Linn. (Bhangro)

m‘; au;mmw prostrate herh, flowering in July to December. The

i g k::r skin disenses, The plant has a cooling effect for
eyes, ps hair binx:k i mixed with the oil, Used for cough,

asthma, leprosy, and anaemia, It checks sexual appetite,

30, Tricholepis glaberrima DC. (Utkatari; Utkant

: ] At )
- An erect, spinous herb: flowering in January to Ap ;
N ; in January ta April. The pl
j 8 fonie, The roots and sesds are usetul. The root bark is wsed
Sk 3 m. m_ Tlikmam Shlied G s m B
stings, The roofs if taken internally cure cough. and orplan-
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31, Launazes Hook. f, (Bhonypatri)
Ap preading herb, d b flowering in Juse to March.
1t checks fever.

ASCLEPTADACEAE

12, Calotropis gigantea R, Br, (Aakado)

A milky shrub, flowering throughout the year. The plant is a
superlative remedy for leprosy, piles, intestinal worms, cough, dropsy,
and skin discases. It is pood for digestion. Application of the milky
juice relicves ordinary paing of the body. It is purgative. The roots
are used for jaundice and its bark enhunces perspiration.  Oil boiled
with the leaves is applicd in paralvsis. The leaves are’ used for
headache and serpent bitz. The flowers cure fevers and cough.

33, Calotropls procera R. Br. (Dholo Aakado)
A small shrub, flowering throughout the year. Its pses arc the

-same as those of C. ziganiea R, Br.

4. Leptadenia reticulata Wt. et Arn. (Nani Dodi}
A twiner, flowering in May to October. The plant is'a tonic and
& _substitute: for vegetables.

GERTIANACEAE

35, Enicostemma verticillatum (Linn.) Engler, (Kadavi Nai)
An erect herb, Mowering in June to September. The plant purifies
the blood, Tt is also used for hernia.

BORAGINACEAE

36, Coldenia procumbens Linn. (Okhrad)

A procumbent herb, flowering in August (o October.  The leaves
are used for boils and rheumatism.
7. Heliotropium marifolium Retz, (Hathi Shundhan)
decumbent herb, flowering in Jume (o September, Tender
cgupm:mum The leaves are applied on scorpion-

CONVOLVULACEAE

A te herb, | g in June to December. The plant is
undlndymmyandslmﬁmﬁfﬂﬂlm <2}
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n]ﬁdﬁﬂu-hqhinihhclﬂ&ﬂﬂwﬂﬂmm
_lc herh, fowering in Juse to January. The juice of the

SOLANACEAE

Linn. (Piludi)

fowering i June o January. The juice of the
‘piles and stops blood-vomits. The fruits are used
sion of the leaves isused to remove the effects of
kzmﬂn!umwhﬂbﬁndmmkn(ﬁﬂmm&

ot Wendl. (Bhony Ringani)

herb:; flowering in January to May.
mm:ﬂmwmo{mmy A
5 for cough and fovers. The fruits are
in causcd by decayed iceih.  The application of
mw”h@km:namy for

pEeE—
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: 47. Striga euphrasioides Benth. (Dholo Aagiyo)

~ An erect herb.  Root parasite on grasses. Flowering in July to
October. The plant improves appetite.

48. Lindenbergia indica O. Kuntze (Bhint Chatti)

A small, glandulsr herb  Lithophyte. Flowering in August o
November. The juice of the plant is used in chronie bronchitis

OROBANCHACEAE
0, nche nicott Wight (Vakunbo)
A herb. Root parasite on tobiceo plants.  Flowering in December
1o February. A fodder for cartle.

ACANTHACEAE
~ S0. Peristropbe bicalyculata Nees. (Kali Anghedi)
A herb, flowering in August fo January. Used in snake bite.

51, Rungia parvifiora’ Nees. (Khadeheliyo)
A decumbent herb, fowering in August to October, Used in
and cough.

VERBRENACEAE

52 Phle sodirs Grsne (Ratein)
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@0 10 .
e g e
= e mlant is highly praised for its property
cures ukers of amm;ﬂs. Tut;g; o e s m.ols £
oy ﬂ;:l}ﬁc Lrt:ubﬁ jaundics, and asthma. TU stops disorders
wsed in opt L

of the brain and fever.
AMARANTACEAR

Digera muricats Mart. (Kanajera) / E
- A small herb, fowering in July 10 september.  The plant is used

as o vegetable and bas 3 Jaxative cffect-

55, Amarantas spinosus Linn. (Kantale Dabho)

An ercct, spinous herb; flowering in August 0 September, The
root i used in cxzemd The leaves dre sometimes used as A
vegetable and have  cooling effect.

59, Amarantus gracilis Desf. (Dhimada) .
An erect herb, flowering in August to Scptember.  Young shoots

are ealen.
40, Amarantas polygamas Linn. (Tandalajo)

A herh, flowering in August to Sepiember. Used a5 2 vegelable
and cores bowel trouble. The leaves have & cooling  effect. It
stops cough and purifies blood. Used on scorpion-sting. A good
1onic for dropsy.

61, Aerva lanats Juss. (Kapuri Madhuri)

A berb, in flower most of the year. The root is useful for head-

ache.

62. Achyranthes aspera Linn. (Angheda)

A herb, fowering in September 1o February. The entire plany
und the seeds are useful. It is highly praised for stopping nausea.
It cures fever, cough, indigestion, toothache, dropsy, swellings. and
skin diseases, lts stem is very good for cleaning the fecth, The bark
or the roots are upplied on scatpion-sting. The leaves cure piles.
An infusion of the young shoots or the seeds with honey is uscd for

6. ‘m sessilis Ri:r: (Jal Jambvo ; Panini Bhaji)
A prostrate, spreading s flowering in Jul: /
plant i & good tonic and is used l’nr-dtopsg ug‘ S e
CHENOPODIACEAE
64, Chenopodium album Ling, (Chilni Bhaj
el 5 2 i)
A herb, w:‘mry 0 April. Used chicfly as a vege-
hltm. purifis the urine, The juice of the plant
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ARISTOLOCHIACEAR

| 45 Aristolochia b Retz, (Kid o~

P4 A prostrate herb, flowering in June to September. The plant
L] juice is applied for uicers: in animals, Cures fevers and intestinal
worms, Applied on swollen parts.

EUPHORBIACEAE

6. Eaphorbia hirta Linn. (Nagals Dudheli)
An erect heth, Howering in June to Movember (almost through-

‘ot the year). The plant is used in bowel troubles,

67, Phyllanthus nirari Linn. (Bhonya Amli)

A small, erect herbi floweting in June 1o September. The catire
plant is used in fever. Tt cures disorders of the blood and bile. The
feaves are used for jaundice, anaemia, and cough,

68, Chrozophora prostrata Dalz, (Betho Okhtad)
_ A prostrate herb, flowering in May to June. It is used Tor cold
mtu]: The seeds are purgative.

69, Aﬂh"ﬂl indiea Linn. ['Dadm Vinchhi Kanto)
b, flowering in Julyw MNovember, 'I'prlan:.isuset\ﬂ

i ummn.@mm-mm} ]
mﬂmhlwyww manphnmh

_g.ﬂrﬂ:fﬁhill [Fry
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infusion of the plant stops bleeding from  piles.
Used in hsemorrhage, eczema, and brain troobles, Stops ndused

sind fovers, 1t is @ very good remedy for jrrepular menses. 1t is said,
\gnd belisved by the public. that the roots tied with cotten thread to

 the hand stop fevers.

fodder grass, An

- SUMMARY
paper puts an record the useful weeds occurring in
and on the Pavagadh Hill ioning their medicinal

information was obtained in the first instance from
yurvedic janers, This paper is based on the collections

ring the years 1954 to 1957, The names used locally for
 weeds occurting in hose arcas are also given.
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